MAYOR'S VOICE

Let’'s show we

Dear Residents,

Singapore is one of the largest and
most successful economies in the Asia-
Pacific region. However, behind our
vibrancy, affluence and progress lie needy
fellow citizens.

Their presence in our society must
be acknowledged, accepted and not be
overlooked. Averting one’s attention from
them will not effect change.

Indeed, as an individual’s wealth
grows, so does the calling to be socially
responsible. They go hand in hand.

We must always be conscious of and
ensure that our society is progressing as
a whole, and that no one is left behind.

We all have a responsibility to
acknowledge others' needs and to act
responsively. This is why one of the Central
Singapore Community Development
Council’s key thrusts has always been
assisting the needy.

The needs of this group are very diverse
and, in their own way, urgent. Our aim
is to help these less fortunate members
of the society by supporting them better,
by matching them to jobs and social
assistance schemes.

In this way, we emphasise the
qualities of self-reliance and self-help,
which are necessary for sustainment.

Some of the government’s efforts
to help the poor meet their basic needs
include the Public Assistance Scheme,
Home Ownership Plus Education
Scheme (Hope) and Primary Care
Partnership Scheme.

We've discovered that our job-
matching schemes have had a positive
response, as our case workers at the
CDC often follow up and monitor how
the needy are benefiting from our
programmes.

However, we as members of
this community need to match the
institutional support with contributions of
time, energy and emotional support at a
personal and collective level.

This I feel is critical, and in this area
surely more can be done.

We need to show genuine concern

for those who require assistance.

Sometimes, the knowledge that
someone really cares can help them
overcome the toughest of times.

As Mother Theresa, who spent years
helping the poor in Calcutta, put it: “The
most terrible poverty is loneliness and
the feeling of being unloved”.

The responsibility to continuously
engage those in the lower income group
should rest not only on the shoulders of
the CDC’s case workers, it is the obligation
of every Singaporean who has the means,
financially or otherwise, to help.

Our collective support can motivate
and guide lower-income Singaporeans
and their dependents break out of the
poverty trap.

If you give them what they need
most — opportunities — you'll see real
and lasting improvements in their lives.

As families become increasingly self
reliant, we can share their success stories
to inspire others who are facing similar
challenges. When people are given social
mobility, both they and the economy
benefit.

Mahatma Ghandi once said: "You
must be the change you wish to see in
the world"

Once we accept this responsibility
for social equality, remember that no
contribution to the community is too
small. Any act, however minimal, makes
an impact on society.

So come on board and join us in
helping the less fortunate members of
our community, so that we can move
ahead as one.

Zainudin Nordin
Mayor, Central Singapore District
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Ayuh, tunjukkan yang kita prihatin
Para Penduduk Yang Dikasihi,

Singapura adalah antara ekonomi
paling besar dan berjaya di rantau
Asia-Pasifik. Bagaimanapun, di sebalik
kemakmuran dan kemajuan kita, terdapat
mereka yang masih memerlukan.

Kehadiran mereka dalam masyarakat
mesti diakui, diterima dan tidak boleh
diketepikan. Mengalihkan perhatian
kita dari mereka tidak akan membawa
sebarang perubahan.

Kita semua mempunyai
tanggungjawab untuk mengambil berat
terhadap keperluan orang lain dan
bertindak sewajarnya. Lantas, kerana ini,
membantu mereka yang miskin adalah
antara teras utama Majlis Pembangunan
Masyarakat (CDC) Singapura Tengah.

Keperluan golongan ini pelbagai
dan dalam cara masing-masing, penting.
Matlamat, kita adalah membantu mereka
yang kurang bernasib baik dengan
memberi sokongan, dan memadankan
mereka dengan pekerjaan dan skim
bantuan sosial.

Melalui cara ini, kita dapat menekankan
pentingnya sifat berdikari dan membantu
diri sendiri dalam menampung kehidupan
seharian mereka.

Kita juga sebagai anggota masyarakat,
perlu memadankan bantuan institusi
dengan sumbangan masa, tenaga dan
sokongan emosi, pada tahap peribadi dan
secara berkumpulan.

Ini rasa saya adalah perkara yang
kritikal dan boleh diperbaiki.

Apabila kita menerima tanggungjawab
untuk mencapai kesamaan sosial ini,
ingatlah bahawa tiada sumbangan kepada
masyarakat yang terlalu kecil- apa jua
tindakan akan membawa kesan kepada
masyarakat.

Zainudin Nordin
Mayor
Daerah Singapura Tengah
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